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To the Right Worhipfull and.my Ho- 
noured Friend 


FOSEPH REEV E Fig; 
High Sheriff of the County of 
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SIR, 

T Hen I had performd the Service 
which you were pleasd to call me 

to in the preaching of this Sermon, I had. 
uo thoughts of making it more publique. 
And yet in this alſo I was the more eafoly 
induced to comply with ycur defire, becauſe: 
of the ſuitableneſs of the Argument to tbe 
Ape in which we live: Wherein as men 
bave run into the wildeſt extremities in other - 
things, ſo particularly'in the matter of Oatbs ; 
ſome making conſcience of taking-any Oaths at - 
all, and too many none at all of breaking them. 
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And an Oath for confirmation s to them an 


end of all firife. 


HE neceſſity of Religion to the ſup- 
port of humane Sociery in nothing 
—_— more evidently than in this, That the 
Dogarion of an Oath, which is ſo neceſlary 
© maintenance of peace and juſtice a- 
mong 
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mong men, depends wholly: upan--the. ſenſe 
and Þclief of a Deny. + Fovmo:ralpa.can be 
imagined why any man that doth-tor;beheve 
a God, hould make thet leaſt. conſaence of. :;an 
Oath; which is nothing elſe but a' folema-.ap- 
peat to God as a witneſs of thz truth bt what 
we ſay. So that whoeyer promotes Achteiſm 
and Infidelity doth the molt deſtrudtive* thing 
imaginable to humane Society , | becauſe he 
takes away the reverence and obligation,of 
Oarhs: And. whenever thar 1s generally. ga(t 
off, ' humane Society mult disband, and all 
things run into diforder. The jult fenſc 
whereof made David cry out to: God with fo 
muclt carneſtneſs, as if the World hat becn 
cracking, and the frame of it ready to-break 
'n pieces, Pſal. 12. Help, Lord, for the _righte- 
ons man ceaſeth, and the faithfull fail from @ 
mcng the children of men: Jnumarninog , Tha 
when: Faith fails ' from among men, nothing 
bur a particular and immcdiare interpolmon of 
th: Divine prov.dence can preferve the. World 
from falling into: confuſion. And our: Þleficd 
Sayienr" gives this as a fign of the cri ofthe 

Vorkt, and the approachmg'"dilolution of afl 
things ,**when "faith and truth ſhall hargly. bc 
find dMaHP mor, Lake 1828; When the:Son of 


. man 


—29 


ard Olbligatian of, 


— 


_—_ 


3 


—_— 


nem cones, ſhalt be Jad Faith,on the earth 7. This © 


ſtare of ahings.doth loudly ,call, for: bis ca- 
minlg' to: deftroy the World, which, 1s, cven 
ready ra diffolye and fall in.picccs, of, it, felt. 
when thefe Bands and Pillars of humane Soci- 
cty do<break and fail. And ſurely, neyer. m a- 
ny 'Age was: this Sign of the coming of thc 
Son of -man more glaring and terrible than 111 
this degenerate Age wherein we live, when al- 
molt all ſorts of mcn ſeem to hayc broke looſe 
trom all obligations to faith and truth. 

- And thercfore I do not know .any Argu- 
ment morc.proper and uſctull to be treated of 
upon this Occaſion than of the Nature and 
Obligation of an Yath, which is the utmolt 
ſecurity: that one man can give to anocher, of 
the truth of what he ſaics ; the ſtrongelt tye of 
fidelity , the ſureft ground of Judicial procee- 
dings,” and the moſt firm and ſacred bond that 
cat be laid upon all that are concerned in the 
adminiftration of publick Juſtice; upon Zudge , 
and Zury, and Witneſſes. Bu 

Andi:for-this reaſon. I have pitched upon 
theſe Words; In which the Apaſtle declares to 
us the: great uſe- and. neceſlity . of, Oarhs ;a- 
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for our greater aſſurance ANG Jod hath 
confirmed his promiſes to us by a-Oaths cqu- 
deſcending herein to.deal with us ic man- 
ner of men , who, when they would, give crc- 
dit. to a doubtfull matter, confirm what .they 
ſay by an Oath. And: generally when;apy 
doubt or controverſic ariſeth between Parties 
concerning a. matter of fat, one fide! attir- 
ming, and the other denying , an'end 1s put 
to this conteſt by an Oath; An Oath for ; CON- 
ſirmation being to them an end of all flrife: Ar 
Oath for confirmation , % B4Bziwev, for the greater 
aflurance and eſtabliſhment of a thing': Not, 
that an Oath 1s alwates-a._ certain and infallible 
deciſion of things according to truth and 
right ; but, thar thus is. the urmoft cred that 
we can give to any thing, and the laſt reſort 
of truth and confhdence among men : After 
chis we can go no farther; for if the Rekgion 
of an Oath will not oblige men to ſpeak. truth, 
nothing will. - This is the utmoſt ſecunty, thar 
mEn.can give, and, mult cherefore be che difial 
dreabop 2b jall concelts;; 14 Oath, for: tonfir- 
raging 3s, to-thems avend of all firife. ', _ | 

F Now 6win this FIC tion of; the Apa Yecon- 
oohig at y{c.and end pf Oaths,amt 
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© 14." f Gonifider the: Maree of rt Oath and 
the Wi of 'fr.401." we; If 71 Q0 % ' 
+2. To'ſhew the'great uſe py cycn nelſſ 
of Oiths; iivtmaby taſes: * © | 
2. To vindicare ' thie Lanfubieſ of then, 


whore they are neceſlkry: 


'"'4.\ To: hw the 'facred obligation of an Oath. 
F ſhall be as'bricf in theſe as the juſt handling of 
them will bear. 

'I.' For the nature of an Oath, and the bins 
of it.” An Oath 1s an inwcation of God, or an 
appeal to him as a witneſs of the truth of what we 
ſay. So that an Oath 1s a facred thing, as 
mg an-at'of Religion and an myocation of 
the Name of God: And this, whether rhe 
Name of God be exprefly mentioned 1n it or 
nor. If a man only tay, 1 ſwear, or Þ rake my 
Path, that a thing 1s, or 1s not, fo, or ſo; of that 
P will,” or will rior, do fuch a thing Or it a man 
afoer apo his Oath, bemg For and required 
{o 19 bran if a a ar by Heaver, 6r'by 
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procatioat; but whether u#-be,, or,nat, 2 curlc 
UPON QUr (clycs1s always unplyed 1N Cal -of Pet- 
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| There are two ſorts of -Oaths, Aſertory, and 
Promiſſory. An aſſertory oath is when a,man, at- 
firms or denics upon oath a marr-r of fat, paſt, 
or preſent; when he {wears that a.thing was, or 
is ſo, or not ſo. A promiſſory oath is a promiſe 
confirmed by an oath, which always reſpects 
ſomething that is future: , And if the promiſe 
be made diretly and immediately to God, then 
its call d a Vow; if to men, an Oath. I procced 

to the | 

TE. Thing, which is to ſhew the great z/e 
and even neceſſity of Oaths, inn many caſes : 
Which is ſo great, that humanc Socicty can 
very hardly, it atall, ſubliſt long without them. 
Government would many times be yery inſc- 
cure: And for the faithfull diſcharge of Offices 
of great: truſt, in which the welfare of the 
Publick is nearly concerned, it 1s not pc ible to 
findany ſecurity <quall.to that of an,Oath ; he- 
cauſe cheghligazien of. harxeacherh rothe ryolt 
ſecret. and ludden, practices of men, and takes 
held gf-:them. in many.cales where the, penalty 
of: ing duartageLay; can. have any awe or. forec 
-ypon'thenas And- eſpecially, it 1s ( as the Croil 
Law 
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Lai expreſſeth it) maximum expediendarum 1i- 
riuncre aa tfe oehrrmp of ending con- 
ove :” And (whete tmens eſtates oft lwesare 
concerned, no cyidence but what 1s aſſurcd'by 
an Oath will be thought fufficicne to:dectde the 
matte, ſo as to givetull and generall farisfacti- 
On -ro* mankind. '' For in-inatters/ of fo- Ereat 
concermiticat, when men haveall the afſtrance 
that can 'be had, and not till chen, they are 
contented to fir down” and reſt ſatisfied with it. 
And among all Nations -an Oath hath always 
been thought the onely peremptory and ſat{- 
fatory way of decidi:g ſuch controverſies. 

IH. The 7hird ghing I propoſed, was to vin- 
dicate the Lawfulneſs of Oaths, where they arc 
neceflary.. And it 1s a very ſtrong inducement 
to believe. the lawfulncfs of them, that the un- 
ayoidable condition of humane affairs hath 
made them ſo nece{lary. The Apoſtl: takes it 
for granted that an Oath is not only of great 


uſe uw humane affairs, but in many caſes of 


great neceſſity, ro ' confirm a doubtful thing, 
and to pat an cad ro controverlies,, whichcan- 


not otherwiſe be-decided to the" farisfactiono! 


the Parties contending; An. oath fer confirmttion 

is to them an end of all flrife. And indeed ri 1s 
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Ieks chat lawfull, which is o cvidently\necoſfiry 
tcothe peace and ſecurity: of Mankind1 0119 
But becaule-there1sa Sef, fprungttÞ iiour 
mernory , which  hath-called-1n1 q the 
lawfallnefs of all Oaths, 'to-cho-groar \nmſohicf 
and diſturbance of humane” Socxty, I-ſhallen- 
deavour to. ſearch this matter to/ the bottom, 
and to manifeſt how unreaſonable and ground- 
leſs this Opinion 1s. . And to this cnd, I ſhall 
Firft , prove the lawfulneſs of Oaths from 
the autority of this Text, and from the »rca- 
ſons plainly contained, or ſtrongly implied 
11 It, + 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs and inſut- 
ficiency of the grounds of the contrary Opr- 
nion; whether Ge reaſon , or from Scrip- 
ture, which laſt they principally rely upon 5 and 
if 1t could be made out from thence would-de- 
termine the cafc. | 54 
x. I ſhallprove the lawfulneſs of Oaths from 
the autority of this Text, and the reaſons plain- 
ly contained, or ſtrongly implyed in'it. Be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle doth not only ſpeak of- the 
uſe'of Oaths among men without any manner 
of certfure and reproof, bur as:a -commend- 
able cuftome and practice, and in many cafes 
neceſlary ,.for the confirmation of doubttfull 
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Controverheaind'Diflerentesamong metry For 
1&grfli kts Ob1t asthe oencfall prattice 
offi | 
orddoborthaenging of difterchces. And indeed 
cherdisradcmng; that hach more unverſally ob- 
tained!in'all Ages ;and Nations of the World : 
chanmhghehertisnota more certain indication 
that/athing s agrecable ro the Law of Nature 
and>the beft Reaſon of Mankind. And that 
this//was :no degenerate practice of Mankind, 
like that of ary, is trom hence evident; 
that when God - ſeparated a. People to himſelt, 
it was practiſed among them, by the holy Pa- 
triapchs, Abmbam, Iſaac, and Facob; and was 
afterwards not only allowed, but in many Caſes 
commanded by thc Law of Moſes; which had 
ic been a thing evil 1n it ſelf and forbidden by 
the Law of Naturc, would not have been done. 
;Second{y:Another undeniable Argument from 
the Text:of- the Lawfulneſs of Oarhs is, that 
God himſelf, in candeſcenſion to the Cuſtome 
ob:ne who; uſe. ro confirm and give- credit to 
what: they lay by an Oath, is repreſented by'the 
ApeRile as>confirming his promifero-usby-an 
oagh, verk;. 13: hen God\1nade the promiſe toiAbra- 
ham-bteexſe.he. contdr faear2 byi one breater\3he' 
49>? | G 


ſwears 


:argbintondce to 'cho final deciſion of: 
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ſwears: by bimſelf. For men verily. ſmeas. by the 
oreater ; and an oath. for confirmation ts to them 
an. end of all ſtrife. Wherein God, , willing more 
abundantly to ſbew unto the beirs i of promiſe - the 
immutability of his counſell,, confirmed .it -by an 
oath : which he certainly would not have done, 
had an oath been unlawfull in it ſelf. For thar 
had bcen to comply with men in an cvil prac- 
tice, and by his own example to give counte- 
nance to 1t in the higheſt manner : Bur though 
God condeſcend to repreſent himtfclt to us 
after the manner of men, he never do's it in 
any thing that is 1n it's own nature evil and 
fntull. | 
7 hirdly. From the great Uſctullacſs ot Oaths 
un humane affaires, to give credit and confir- 
mation to our word, and to put an cnd to Con- 
reftations. Now that which ſerves to fuch ex- 
cellent purpoſes, and 1s fo convenient tor hu- 
mane ſocicty, and tor mutual ſecurity and con- 
hdence among men, ought not cafily to be 
preſumed wnlawtull, till x be: plainly proved 
uW, beſa., And if we conſider the nature of an 
vath, . and.every thing belonging to it, there 15 
10thipg. that hath. the leaſt appearance of cyv1l 
1 x. + There 1s ſurely.no evil in it, as it s'an 
act of rchgion; nor as 1t 1s an Appcal to God 
as 
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2454 WitneF and avenger in caſe we fwear faifly ; 
nor 2s it 184 confirmation of a doubtfull mar- 
ter; NOr as1t-Purs an end to ſtrife and contro» 
verſy. "And theſe areall the eſſential ingredients 
of an Oath,and the ends of it; and they areall fo 
god, that they rather commend i, than ove 
the leaſt colour of ground to condemn it. } 
proceed m the 

2d. Place, to ſhew the weaknets and iſuftc:- 
ency of th: grounds of the contrary opinion ; 
whether from Reaſon, or from Scripture. 

Firſt, from Reaſon. They ſay x neceſiity 
of an Oath is occaſioned by the want of truth 
and fidelity among men. And that every man 
ought to demean bimſelf with that faithfulneſs 
and intcgrity as may give credit and confirma- 
ton to his word ; and then Oaths will be need- 
lefs. This pretence will be tully anſwered, if 
we conſider theſe two things. 

1/7. That in matters of great importance no 
other obligation, beſides that of an oath, hath 
been thought ſufficient amongſt the beſt and 
wiſeſt of merrto aflert their fhdelity to one ano- 
ther. Even the beſt men (to uſe the words of 
a great Author) have not truſted the beſt men with- 
out it. - As weſeein very remarkable inſtances, 
where Oaths have paſs'd berween thoſe who 

C92 might 
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not 


might be thought to have. the greateſt confi- 
dence in one another : As between Abrahamand 
his old faithfull ſervant &/zezer, concerning, the 
choice of a Wite for lis Son : Between: Farher 
and Son, Faceb and Joſeph, concerning the bu- 
riall of his Father in the Land of Canaan : Be- 
eween two of the dearcſt and moſt intimate 
Friends, David and Jonathan, to aflure their 
friendſhip to one another ; and 1t had. its effect 
long after Jonathan's death 1n the ſaving of Me- 
phiboſheth, when reaſon of State and the ſecu- 
rity of his Throne ſeem'd to move David (trong- 
ly to the contrary ; forit 15expreſly ſaid 2 Sam. 
21.7. that David ſpared Mephiboſheth, Jonathan's 
Son, becauſe of the oath of the Lord that was be- 
iweeu them ; 1mplying, that had it not b:en for 
lis Oath, other confiderations nught probably 
have prevaild with him to have permutted him 
to have been cut off with the reſt of Saul's 
Children. | 

2dly. This Reaſon, which 1s alledged againft 
Oaths among men, 1s much ſtronger , againſt 
God's confirming his pronauſes to us by an Oach. 
For hc who is Truth it ſelf 1s ſurely of all. o- 
ther moſt to be credited upon his bare ward, 
and [us oath.necdleſs to give confirmationts. it ; 
and yet, he condeſcends to add his oath to his 
word ; 


and Obligation of Oaths. 
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word ; and therefore that reaſon is evidently of 
no force. 

Secondly, from Scripture. Our Saviour ſeems 
altogether to forbid ſwearing 1nany caſe, Matth. 
5.32,34- Te have heard that it hath been ſaid to 
them of old time, thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf+ but 
Il ſay unto you ſwear not at ail; neither by heaven,6cC. 
But let your communication be yea, yea, and nay,nay; 
for whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of evil. And 
this Law St. Fames recites, chap.5. ver.1 2. as that 
which Chriſtians ought to have a very particu- 
lar and principal regard to ; above all things my 
Brethren ſwear not : And he makes the breach of 
this Law a damning lin, /eaſt ye fall into Condem- 
nation. But the Autority of our Saviour alone 
is ſufhcient, and therctorc I ſhall only conſider 
that Text, 

And, becauſe here Iycs the main ſtrength of 
this opinion of the unlawfulneſs of Oaths, 1t 15 
very fatthat this Text be fully conſider'd;and that 
It be made very cvident, that it was not our Sa- 


viour's meaning by this prohibition wholly to. 


forbid the uſe of -Oarhs. 

But beforc I enter upon this matter, I will 
readily grant, that there 15 ſcarce any Errour 
whatſoever that hath a more plauſible colour 
from Scripture, than this ; which makes the ie? | 
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of thoſe who are ſeduced into it the, more pity- 
able: Bur then it ought. to bz, copfider'd, how 
much this DoQrine of the unlawtylnels gf oaths 
reflects upon the Chriſtian Religion; ſince at 15 
ſo evidently prejudiciall both ro humane Society 
in generall, and particularly tothoſe perſons thar 
entertain it : netther of which ought ralhly to bc 
tuppoſed and taken for granted, concerning any 
Lawdclivered by our Saviour:Becauſc upon theſe 
cerms it will be very hard for usto vindicate the 
divine wiſdom of our Saviour's Doctrine, and 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Of the inconvenience of this Doctrine to hu- 
mane Society, I have ſpoken already. Burt be- 
ſides thus, it 1s very prejudicial to-them that be- 
lieveit. It renders them ſuſpe&ted ro Govern- 
ment, and 1n many caſes incapable of the com- 
mon, benefits of Juſtice and other privitkedges of 
humane Socicty, and expoſeth them to great pc- 
naltes, as the conſtnution of all Laws and Go- 
vernments at preſent 1s; and 1t1snot cafy toima- 
gine how they ſhould be otherwiſe. And which 
15 very conliderable in this matter, it ſets thoſe 
who refuſe Oaths upon, very unequall terms 
with the neftof Mankind, if where the eſtarcs 
and hves .6f- men are cqually concern'd, their 
bare teſtimonies ſhall be admitred without _ 
Oath, 
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Oath, and others thalibe obliged to ſpeak- upon 
Oath : 'Nothing' being wore certain; ih” experi 
nee, that chat imany/miey will Ive for'their m- 
rereſt; whenthey wil not be'perjuarcd ; God lia- 
ving phanitcd in the natural Confaences of me: 
2 ſecret dread of perjury: abovye- molt 'other 
ſms. - And this inconyvemence1s ſo great, as to 
renderthoſe who refuſe oaths in all caſesalnofſt 
intolerable to humane Socicty.I ſpeak nor this e1- 
ther to bring them into trouble, or to perſwade 
them ito meaſure truth by their intereſt : ' But 
on the other hand I muſt needs ſay, that it 1s no 
Argument either of a wiſe or good man to take 
up any opinion, cſpeciaily ſuch a one as 1s great- 
ly to ms prejudice upon fhghe grounds. And 
this very confideration, that it 1s ſo much to 
their inconvemence, may juſtly move them to 
be very careful] in the cxamination of 1t. 

"This being premis'd, I come now to explain 
ths Prohib:non of our Saviour; and to this 
purpoſe, I defire theſe three things may be well 
confader'd. 

Firft, That fſeverall circumſtanees of rheſc 
words of our Saviour do mantfcttly!ſhew that 
they ought to be interprered in a Inited ſenſe, 
as only torbidding ſwearmg in common CO:1- 
verfation ; eedleſ; and -heedleſs oaths as onc 
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expreſleth it) and in general , all yoluntary 
{wcaring, unleſs upon ſome great and weighty 
cauſe, 111 whichthe glory of God and the good 
of the-ſouls of Men 1s concerned. For that in 
ſuch caſes a voluntary oath may be lawtull, I 
am induced to-believe from the example of 
St. Paul, who uſeth it more than once upon ſuch 
occaſions ; of which I ſhall hercafter give par- 
ticular inſtances. 

And this was the ſenſe of Wiſe men among 
the Heathens, that men ſhould not ſwear bur 
upon neceſlity and great occaſion. Thus Ezſe- 
bius the Philoſopher in Stobeers, counſels men. 
Some (ſays he) adviſe men to be careful to ſwear 
the truth ; but I adviſe principally that men do not 
eaſily ſwear at all, that 1s, not upon any flight,but 
only upon weighty occaſions: To the ſame pur- 
poſe Epidtetus, Shun oaths wholly, if it be poſfible ; if 
not, however as much as thou canſt: And ſo likewiſe 
Simplicius 1 his Comment upon lum, Ie ought 
wholly to ſhun ſwearing,except upon occaſions of great 
neceſſity: And Quintilian among the Romans, 
In totum jurare, niſt ubi neceſſe eſt, gravt viro pa- 
rum Cconvenit ; To ſwear at all, except where it is 
neceſſary, do's not well ſuite with a wiſe man. 

And, that this Prohibition of our Saviour's 
ought ro be underitood of oaths 1n ordinary 
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cotvcrlation.appearsfrom the oppoſition which 
onr” Saviour ritkes; (Sear ot ' at (all; but let 
youw:communieation' be yea, yea; That is, in your 
ordinary-commerce” and-affairs do not inter- 
poſ& oaths, -but fay and do. ' And this is very 
much-confirmed, 1n that our Saviour do's not 
under this general Prohibition, inſtance in ſacl? 
oaths asarc expreſly by the name of God: Thlic 
reaſon whercof is this ; The Fews thought ic 
unlawfullin ordinary communication to {wear 
exprdly by the name of God, but lawfull to 
{wear by the Creatures , as by Heaven and 
Earth, 8c. Se that our Sayiour's meaning 1s, 
as if he had faid; You think you may ſwear in 
common converſation, provided you do not 
ſwear by the name of God ; but I fay unto 
you, let your communication be without oaths 
of any kind: you ſhall notſo much asfwear by 
heaven or by earth, becauſe God 1s virtually in- 
voked in every oath. Andunleſs we ſuppoſe this 
to be our Saviour's meaning, Ido not ſee what 
good Reaſon can be given why our Saviour 
ſhould only forbid them to fwear by the Crea- 
tures, and not much rather by the Name of God; 
ſuch oaths being ſurely of all others moſt to be 
avoided, as being the moſt direct abuſe and pro- 
fanation of the Name of God. 
D Secondly. 
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Secondly, It is very conſiderable to the explain- 
ing of this Prohibition, that there arc the like 
ocneral expreſſions in other ewiſh Authours 
concerning this yery matter, which yet muſt 
of neceſſity be thus limited. Maimonides, from 
the ancient Rabbies, gives this Rule, that it is 
beſt not to ſwear at all. And Philo uſcth almoſt the 
ſame words. And Rabbi Jonathan comes very 
near our Sayiour's expreſſion, when he ſays, The 
juſt man will not ſwear at all; not ſo much as by the 
common Names of God, nor by his Attributes, nor by 
his Works, as by Heaven, or the Angels, or the Law. 
Now it 1s not imaginable, that theſe learned 
Fewes ſhould condemn Oaths in all caſes, when 
the Law of Moſes did in many caſes exprely re- 
quire them. And therefore they are to be un- 
derſtood of voluntary oaths in ordinary conver- 
ſation. And that the Fewes meant this bynotſwears- 
ing at all, ſeems to be very plain from a paſlage 
in Joſephus, who ſays that the Se of the Eſfenes 
forbad their Diſciples to ſwear at all; and yet 
he tells us at the ſame time, that they who were 
admitted into that Se, took an oath to obſeryec 
the Laws and Rulcs of it. So that they who for- 
bad to ſwear at all, allowed of Oaths impoſed - 
by the Authority of Superiours. 

_ Thirdly, which will peremptorily decide this 
matter, 
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matter, this Prohibition of our Saviour's cannot 
be underſtood to forbid all Oaths, without a 
plain contradiction to the undoubted practice 
of the primitive Chriſtians, and of the Apoſtles, 
and even of our Lord himſelf. Origen and Ter- 
tullian tell us, that the Chriſtians refuſed to 
ſwear by the Emperour's Genizs ; not becauſe it 
wasan Oath, but becauſe they thought it to be 
Idolatrous : But the ſame Tertullian fays, that 
the Chriſtians were willing to ſwear per ſaluten: 
Imperatoris, by the health and ſafety of the Emper- 
our. Athanaſius, being accuſed to Conſtantins, 
purged himſelf by oath, and defired that his Ac- 
cuſer might be putto his Oath, ſab atteſtatione 
veritatis, by calling the truth to witneſs : by which 
torm (ſays he) we Chriſtians are wont to ſwear. Bur, 
which is more than this, St. Paz}, upon weight 

occaſions, do's ſeyerall times in his Epiſtles "all 
God to witneſs for the truth of what he ſays ; 
which 1s the very formality of an Oath. God is 
my witneſs, Rom. t. 9. As God is true, our word was 
not yea and nay, 2 Cor.1.18. and v. 23. I call God 
for a record upon my Soul. Before God I lye not, Gal. 
1.20. God is my record, Philip.1.8. God is my wit- 
neſs, 1 Theſſ. 2. 5. Theſe are all unqueſtionable 
oaths ; which we cannot imagine St. Paul would 
have uſed, had they been directly contrary 
13.2 C0) 
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to our Saviour's Law. And whereas ſome dc- 
tend this upon account of his extraordinary In- 
ſpiration, I cannot poſſibly ſee how this mends 
the matter. For ſurely it 1s very inconvenient 
to ſay rhar they who were to teach the Precepts 
ot Chriſt to others, did themſelves break them 
by Inſpiration. 

' Burl go: yet farther, and-ſhall urge an exam- 
ple b:yond all exception. 

Our Saviour himſelt (who furcly would not 
be the firſt example of breaking his own Laws) 
did not refuſe ro anſwer upon Oath, being cal- 
led thereto at his Tryall. So we find Matth. 26. 
63.1 he high Prieſt ſaid unto him,I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the C bri/l 
the Son of Gad ; thatis, he required him.to-an- 
{wer this queſtion upon Oath.. For among the 
Zewes, the torm of giving an oath to witneſſes 
and others, . was not by tendering a formal oath 
ro them, asthe. cuſtome 15 among us; bur by 
adjuring them, that 1s, requiring them to anfwer 
upon oath: As1s plain from Levit.5.1. If a man 
hear the woice of ſwearing, and is a witneſs whether 
he hath ſeen or known of fuch a thing, if he: do not 
utter it, then he ſhall bear his Iniquity. If he have 
beard the voice of ſwearing, that 1s, 1f being adju- 
rcd or demanded to anfwer upon oath, concern- 
ng 
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ing what he hath ſeen or heard, he do not ut- 
ter the truth, he.1s perjured. Now to this ad- 
juration of the high Prieſt, our Saviour anſwer- 
ed, thou haſt ſaid : which words are not an avoid- 
ing toanſwer ( as ſome have thought) but a di- 
rect anſwer; as1it he had faid, zt is as thou ſayeſt 
it is even ſo, I am the Son of God. For upon this 
anſwer the high Prieſt ſaid, he hath ſpoken blaſ- 
phemy. Bur, to put the matter beyond all doubt, 
St. Mark eclls us,, Mark 14.6 1. that he being asked 
by che high Prictt, Art thou the Chrift the Son of 
the Bleſſed? He anſwered, I am. S0that unleſs we 
will interpret our. Saviour's Doctrine contrary 
to his own practice, we cannot underſtand lum 
ro forbid all Oaths; and conſequently they arc 
not unlawtull. 

[ have been the longer upon this, that I might 
eve clear farisfaction in this matter to thoſe that 
arc willing 1o recieve. It. 

As for the Ceremonies in uſe amon gus inthe ta- 
king of Oaths,1t 15 nojuſt Excepaon agaiaſtthem, 
that they are not found 1in Scripture. For this 
was always matter of Liberty ; and ſeycral Na- 
tons have uſcd ſeycral Ritcs and Ceremonics in 
their Oaths. It was the cuſtome of the Grecians, 
to ſwear laying their hands upon the Alar, quod 
fanfAifſimum jusjurandum eſt habitum, ({auth A. Gel- 
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lius) which was looked upon as the moſt ſacred form 
of Swearing. The Romans were wont fovem La- 
pidem jurare ; that 1s, he that ſwore by Zzpiter 
held a Flint-fone in his hand, and flung i vio- 
tkently from him, with theſe words, $7 ſcters fallo 
ita me Jupiter bonis omnibus ejiciat ut ego hunc La- 
pidem ; If I knowingly falſify, God ſo throw me out 
of all my poſſeſſions as I do this ſtone. | 

In Scripture there are two Ceremonies men- 
tioned of Swearing. One, of putting the hand 
under the Thigh of him to whom the Oath was 
made. Thus Eliezer ſwore to Abraham, Gen.24. 
and Foſephto Facob, Gen.q7. The other was by 
lifting up the hand to heaven : Thus Abraham cx- 
preſſeth the manner of an Oath, Ger. 14. 22. 1 
have lift up my hand to the moſt high God. And 
thus God condeſcending to the manner of men, 
expreſicth himſelf, Deat.32.40. If I lift up my hand 
ro heaven,and ſwear.In alluſion to this cuſtome the 
Pſalmiſt deſcribes the Pcrjured perſon, Pſal.1 4.4. 
8. Whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity ; and whoſe right 
hand is a right hand of falſhood. And there is 
not the leaſt intimation in Scripture, that either 
of theſe Ceremonies were: preſcribed and ap- 
pointed by God, but voluntarily inſtituted and 
craken up by men. And thus among us the Cc- 
remony of Swearing 1s by laying the hand on the 
holy 
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holy Goſpel, and kiſſing the Book ; which is both 
very ſolemn and ſignificant. And this is the rea- 
ſon why this folemn-kind of Oath 1s called a cor- 
porall Oath, and was anciently ſo called ; becauſe 
the ſfignor ceremony of itis performed by fome 
part of the Body. And this Solemanity is an ag- 
gravation of the Perjury, becauſe it makes it 
both more deliberate, and more ſcandalous, 
I ſhall ſpeak but briefly to the 

IV. And laſt particular, viz. the ſacred ob/iga- 
tion of an Oath: becauſe it isa ſolemn appeal to 
God as a witn:ſs of the truth of what we ſay : 
ToGod, Ifay, from whoſe piercing and all-ſec- 
ing cyc, from whoſe perfect and infinite know- 
ledge, nothing 15 or can be hid : So thac there 
1snot a thought in our heart but he ſecs it, nor a 
word in our tongue but he diſcerns the truth or 
falſhood of it. Wheneyer we ſwear, we appeal 
to his knowledge, and refer our ſelyes to his juſt 
judgment, who 1s the powerfull Patron and Pro- 
ec&tour of Right, and the Almighty Judge and 
Avenger of all falſhood and unrighteouſneſs. 
S that it is nor potlible for men to lay a more 
ſacred and ſolemn obligation upon their Confct- 
ences, than by the Religion of an Oath. Moſes 
very well expreſicth it, by binding our fouls with a 


bond.” Numb.30.2. If a man ſwear an oath, to bind 
his 
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his ſoul: with'a bond; '\tteirmating'thav he''thar 
ſwears, lays the ſtrongeſt. obligarorupory Him 
ſelf, and puts his Soul in paw i for”! the "trvth 
of whatheſays.. And' this'obligatio'y0/man 
can violate, butat theurmoſt peril of chejudge- 
ment and vengeance of God. Fot 'every'Oath 
implics a Curſe upon our ſelves, ih caſe 'of 'Per- 
jury,as Plutarch obſerves: And this was always 
the ſenſe of Mankind, concerning the obligation 
of Oaths. Nullum vinculum ad aftringendam fi- 
dem majores noſtri jurejurando arttius efſe volue- 
runt, ſaith Tully; Our fore-fathers had no ftrifter 
bond, whereby to oblige the faith of men to. 'one ano- 
ther, than that of an Oath. Tothe ſame purpoſe is 
that in the Comedian, Aliud fi ſcirem, qui firmare 
meam apud vos poſſem fidem, ſanitius quam Jusju- 
randum,id pollicerer tibi. If I knew any thing more 
ſacred than an Oath, whereby to confirm to you the 
truth of what I ſay, Iwould make uſe of it. | 
I will crave your patie;ice a lictle longer, 
whileft by way of inference from this' Di(- 
courſe, I repreſent to you the great Sin of Swear- 
ing in common converſation, upon trivial and necd- 
leſs occaſions ; and the hainouſneſs of the fin of 
Perjury. 
1, Firſt. The great fin of Swearing, upon. tri- 
vialand needleſs occafions, m common ootver- 
IC ſation 
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ſation. Becauſe an Oath is a ſolemn thing, and 
reſerved for great occalions, to give ' con- 
firmation to our word in ſome weighty matter, 
and to put an;cnd to controverſies which can- 
not otherwiſe be percmptorily and ſatisfactorily 
decided. And therefore to uſe Oaths upon lighs 
occaſions, argucs great protancneſs and 1rrever- 
cence of Almighty God. So Ulpian the great 
Roman Lawycr obſerves, Nonnwulos efſe faciles ad 
jurandum contemptu Religionis, that mens proneneſs 
to ſwearing comes from a contempt of Religion ; than 
which nothing diſpoſccth men more to Atheiſm 
and Infidelity. Beſides that 1tdoth many tunes 
ſurprize mca unawares into Perjury : And how 
can it bz otherwiſe, when men uſe to -1interlard 
all cheir careleſs talk with Oaths, but that they 
muſt often be perjur'd ? And which 1s worſe, it 
prepares men tor deliberate perjury : For with 
thoſe who arc accuſtomed to ſwear upon light 
occaſions, an Oath will go oft with them morc 
roundly abour weighticr matters. From a common 
cuſtome of ſwearing (ſaith Hierocles ) men eaſily flide 
into perjury : Therefore (ſays he) if thou wouldeſt 
not be perjured, do not uſe to ſwear. And this per- 
haps 1s the mcaning of St. Fames, when he cau- 
tons Chriſtians ſo vehemently againit common 
ſwearing, i» w# d; Sotxgr mia, (for ſo ſome _=_ 
E cl 


beſt ancient Copies read tt) /eaſt ye fall into hypo- 
criſy,chat is, leaſt ye lye and be perjured, by uting 
your ſclvestoraſh and inconſiderate fwearing; 
And men expoſe themſclyes to this-danger to 
no purpoſe; Oaths in common difcoutſe mg 
{o D from confirming a man's word; that wir 
wiſe men they much weakenit: For common 
ſwearing (if it haveany ferious meaning art all) 
argues 1n a man a perpetual diftruſt of his own 
reputation, and 1s an acknowledgment that he 
thinks his bare word not to bz worthy of cre- 


dit. Andit 1s ſo far from adorning and filling 


a man's diſcourſe, that it makes it look fwolne 
and bloated, and more bold and bluſtring than 
becomes perſons of gentle and good breeding, 
Beſides, that it 1s a great inciyihty, becauſe it 
highly offends and grates upon all ſober and 
conſiderate perſons ; who cannot be preſumed 
with any manner of eaſe and patience: to hear 
God aftronted, and his great and glorious Name 
ſo irreverently toſt upon every ſlight occaſion. 
And it 1s no excuſe to men that many times 
they do it acrantly, and not obſerving and 
knowing whatthey do. For-certainly it is no 
extcnuation of a fault, that a man hath got the 
abut of ,jt ſo perfect, that he commits it when 
he do's, not think of it: Which tics 
|  ſhoy 
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ſhowld'\rmake mer: oppoſe the beginnings of this 
Vace; leſt it grow into a habit very hard co be left. 
Nemo novit, niſi qui expertus eft, quint ſit difficile 
conſuendinem jurandi extinguere, ſaith St. Auſtin ; 
No man knows, but he that hath tryed, how hard it is 
to get rid of this cuſtome of Swearing : But yet it 18 
certainimetnt ryay do i, by reſolution, and great 
carcof chener: For he that can chuſe whe- 
tier he will ſpeak or not, can chuſe whether he 
will fwear ornot when he ſpeaks. Mzjor conſue* 
tudo 'majorem intentionem flagitat ; The more in- 
veterate a cuſtome is, the greater care ſhould be uſed 
to break our ſelves of it. | 
In ſhort, This practice is ſo contrary to ſo plain 
a Precept of our Saviour, and by the breach 
whereof we incutr ſo greatadanger (as St. Zames 
aſlures ns) that it muſt be a great charity that 
can find out a way to reconcile a common 
cultome of ſwearing with a ſerious belict of the 
Chriſtian Religion: Which I would to God thoſe 
who are concerned would ſeriouſly lay to heart. 
Eſpecially, fince this Sin of 'all others hath the 
leaſt of Tempration to-it. Profit -or Pleaſure 
there is none1n it;-Aor any thing in mens na- 
turall rempers to incite them to it. Fur though 
ſome men pour out Oati:s ſo freely as if they 
came-naturolly.trom then. yer fetcely roman is 
dbrrvot a ſwearing conſtitutivn. All 
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All that can- be pretended tor it, 1s Cuitome 
and Faſhion : But, to ſhew that this 1s no:Excuſe, 
it 1s very obſeryable, that itis particularly in he 
mattzr of 'Oaths and:Perjary chat the Holy 
Ghoſt gives that caution, Thou ſhalt not follow/2 
multitude to do evil. 

And laſtly, it deſerycs to be conſidered, that 
this fin 1s ſo much the greater becauſe of the tre- 
quent returns of 1t, in thoſe that are accuſtomed 
to 1t. Sothatalchough it were bur ſmall in it 
{cl (as1t1s not) yet the trequent practice of thus 
{11 would quickly mount 1tup toa great ſcore. 

2. Secondly, To repreſent the heinouſneſs of 
the ſin of Perjury. But betore I aggravate this 
Crime, 1t 1s fit to let men know how many wavs 
they may be guilty of 1. 

1/t. Whena man aſlerts upon oath what he 
knows to be otherwiſe: Or promiſerh what he 
docs not intend to perform. In both theſe caſes 
the very act of ſwearing 1s Perjury. And fo.like- 


wiſe when a man promiſethupon oath to do-that , 
which 4t -15 unlawtull for hit -to do ; i.becauſe 
this oath is contrary to'a former obligation. ;:--: | 

. 2dty. When a manis uncertain whether -what l 


he fwears to be true. This hkewiſc is Perjury, in n 
tha 3 chough nor of the ſame 7 of-guik a 
withuhe former, becauſe it 3s not ſo fully and " ex 
rectly | 


and Obligation of Oaths, 


rectly. againſt his knowledge and conſcience.For 
menought to be certain of the truth of what 
they. A oath, and not to ſwear at a ven- 
rure. And theretore no man ought politiyely to 
ſwear to the truth of any thing bur what he him- 
felf hath ſeen or heard: Thus being the higheit 
allurance men arc m_—_ of 1n this world. 1:1 
like manner, he 1s guilty of pcrjury ia the ſame 
degree, who promuſeth upon oath what hc is not 
morally and rcaſonably certain he ſhall be able 
to perform. 
3dly, They arc likewiſe guilty of. Perjury,who 
do not uſe great plainneſs and. fimplicity in 
oaths; but anſwer qzivocally and doubttully,or 
with reſervation of ſomething 1n their munds, 
thinking thereby to falve the rruth of whar they 
ſay. And we all know who they arc that make 
uſc.of theſe arts, and maintain them to be law- 
full; ro the mhairc ſcandall of th: Chriſtian 
Religion, and prejudice of humane Society, by 
doing what in them lycs to deſtroy all Faith 
and mutual .Confidence among men. For 
what can be. a greater affront ro God, than to 
uſc his Name to. deceive men? And what can 
more directly overthrow the great end and ule. 
af oaths, wluch arc .for confirmation, and to put an. 
end to ſtrife? Whereas by theſe arts:the ng is 
vJY 3 ctt 


left in the ſatne uncertainty it was betore,''and 
there 18no deciſion of it! 'For there is hardly any 
form of words can be deviſed {6 plaiti ivnetto 
belyable'to Equrivocation: To beſare;' a mari 
when he ſwears, may always reſerve'fornethit 
m his mind which will quite alter the ſenſe of 
what ever he canfſay or promiſe upon oath. And 
this may be laid down for a certam Rule, That 
all departure from the ſimplicity of an oath, is a 
degree of Perjury; anda man 1snever a whit the 
leſs forſworn, becauſe his perjury 1sa little finer 
and more artificiall chan ordinary. And though 
men think by this device to ſave themſelves 
harmleſs from the guilt of ſo great a Sin,they do 
really increaſe it, by adding to their iniquity the 
impudent folly of mocking God and decerying 
themſelves. 

And whereas it 1s pleaded, in the favour of 
mental reſervation, that the whole Propoſition, as 
madeupof what is expreſt in words and of that 
which 1s reſerved in the mind,istrue;Forinſtance, 
it a man being ask'd upon Oath whether he be a 
Prieſt;ſhall anſwer he is not, reſerving in his mmnd 
that he'is not a Prieſt of Bacchus, or forne fach 
thing; the whole Propoſition is true, and then 
Ke For bs may ſwear to that whichs true, 
without-dangerof perzjary: This 1s _—_— 

; ecauſe 
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this be a good reaſon, a man may ſwear with re- 
{crvation 1n all caſes, becauſe the reaſon equally 
extends to all cafes; for if the truth of the Pro- 
poſition,as made up of what is cxpreſs'd in words 
and reſerv'd in the mind,will excuſea man from 
Perjury, then no man can be perjur'd that 
ſwears with reſervation: But this the Caſuifts of 
the Roman Church do not allow, but only in 
ſome particular caſes, as before an incompetent 
Zadge, or the like; for they ſee well enough thar 
if this wereallow'd 1n all cafes, it would deſtroy 
all faith among men. And therefore ſince the 
reafon- extends alike to all cafes, it is plain that 
1500 be allow'd in none. 


» 4thly. He 1s guulty of Perjury after the act; 


whohaving a real intention when he ſwears, to 

form what he promiſeth, yer atrerwards neg- 
ects to doit: Notfor wanzot Power (for ſolong 
as that .cqntinuss. the, obligarian- ceaſerh). bur 
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torwant of Will, aand.dueigspard40rkis.nath. 
cyident,., becaule;t,15\edntrary; wd\ Qplatniand 


.\ Now: that) Borges 15-Aumold. bevtoun/in, 


orcat.a\Law of God 3 ant:ak. che gan Koddeor 
Precepts of the Moral.Law; .Z6pu-ſbalt; noterake 
the Name of the- Lord thy Gad. in: rats 5;ehoi ſhalt 
natbrang orapply.che nameokt;God:itd) x dal 
haod:, Or, as Joſephus. renders: it; ; Hhou |fbebt mor 
adjure God to a falſe thing : Which + our i Sezioxr 
renders yet more plainly, . Matth.5.33: Thou {batt 
aot forſwear'thy ſelf.. For he ſeerns to reter tovrhe 
third Commandment when heſays,7e haveiheivd 
that it was ſaid to them of old time, thou fbalt not 
for(s wear thy ſelf, as he had done before to thei6&vh. 
and 7th. when he ſays, 1t was. ſaid to then ofs old 
time, thou ſhalt not kill, thou ſhalt not commit adul- 
tery. Sothar the primary, if not the ſole nitecativn 
of. this Law, Thou ſbalt not take the name.ofi the 
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thats NE IIILS whete it'1s{aid, 
If any.onabe puilty of 'theft, ahd: lyerh concervityg it, 
or fwearbvj "Ih ';/ he” ſluts reffort ' all" that '-about 
which he hath fworn falfly: Left I fleal, and rake-the 
name of the-Lord my God in vain ; that 1s, be perju- 
red; :being, cxamined'\upon oath: concerning a 
thing fol Andfor this ___ _ wry the 
On are put tO cr, Zech.5.4.Wnere 
Med: far + curſs ſha os into the hoaſe of the 
thief,,and of bim that ſweareth falfly by the name of 
God: Fromuall which it 1s very probable, that the 
whole intentzon of the:23d. Commandment is to 
forbid this great fin of Perjury. To deterr men 
from which, aſevcre threatning 1s there added ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his 
name inwain; that is, he will moſt ſeyerecly pu- 
niſhfach a one. And 'tis very obſeravble, thas 
there is nothreatning added to any other Com- 
mandment, but to this and the [orond ; Intima- 
ng co us that next to-Idolatry and the worthip 
of a falſe God, Perjury 15- one of+ the greateſt 'at» 
| fronts that can be oftcred to the divine-Majeſty. 
This ers of _ ——— co Hea- 
ven,.ahd-quickens the'pace of God's judgments; 
Mai.g:1 wi come -- among ſudg ment, and be 
a [wife witneſs againſt the Ywegrer; - \ Fov'this 
threatens utter daltrudcion tothe wary and/hi 
horſe, Zech.5.4.. ſpeaking 7 the carſe that goet's 
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| whe gr an4d oy Sa houſe, and; lame 
| ny, by thg.i " <P x gf,God wn- 
Flcaga'>: tes and Fanules, to the utter rune 


of them. Arid among the Heatben it. was always 
reckqned one of the. greateſt of . Crimes, and 
wow ahcy dad. belicve God did not only pumiſh 
perſon himſelf, but.upon, his 


family hea and ma ſs timcs ; upon 
Q 


wholc Nations, as the Prophet al cells us,..that 
becauſe of Oaths the Land mourns. 

I necd not uſe many words to; aggrav ite this 
fig; it is certainly a Crume of thelughelſt nature. 


. kngwledge, fo tharno man cancommur.u 
qut: [ne his Conſcience in the face ; hr 


one of the my; of. any 
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way\chatthe” one hey ten could deviſe forthe 
decitiori bf ddbefyll Hnitters: Solopron ve! Taſty 
ad eRgatit! ly cxpeciſcchthe' deftritetive* f 
his et Yo 25.18. A falſe witneſs age ABR 
boars & maul,and a ſword, and a eds, arrow: Irtima- 
ting, that amongſt all che inſtruments 6Prtime 
and bniſthicf that have been deviſed by tiatikind, 
none Bok 'more- <2ra— conſequence to: hu- 
mane Socicty than Jury ry, and breach of Faith. Ic 
is a peftilence that uſually walketh in darkneſs, and a 
ſecret ſtab and blow' againſt which many times 
there 1s no poſſibility of defence. 

' And therctorc it highly concerns thoſe whou 


theſe andthe like occaſions are called izpon 

7 Oath, whether as Farors or craps to ſer-God 6 
; foke bar es, and tohaye his fear in their heats, 
Ne, ce to _ an oath : Ard to!) go- 
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own conſciences, and the favourafimig 
in this World and the other, for tage 
Jeſus Chrift. Towhom, 8c. \' 


caching them to playfaſt and looſe with oaths. And 
K« 15a very fad ſignof the decay of Chriſttan Reli- 

10N — us, to ſce ſo many who call them- 
Zves Chriſtians, to make ſo little conſcience of fo 
great a ſin, as cyen-the Light of Nature would 
bluſh and tremble at. 

T will conclude all with thoſe excellent Sayings of 
the Son of Sirach concerning theſe two ſins (I have 
been ſpeaking of) of Profane Swearing and Perjury, 
Eccle. 23:9,10,0c. Accuftome not thy mouth to = 
ing; neither uſe thy ſelf to the naming of the holy One. 4 
man that ufeth mach ſwearing [ball be filled with _— 

If be 


' ty;and the plague ſball never depart from his houſe. 


ſhalt offend, his fin ſhall be upon him; and if he acknow- 
ledge not his ſin, he maketh a double offence. And if he 
ſwear falſly,he ſhall not be innocent,but his houſe ſhall be 
full of calamities. And to repreſent to us the dreadful 
nature of this ſin of Perjury, There is (ſaith he) a ward 
that isclothed about with death, mcaning a raſh and. 
faMe Oath ; There is a word that is clothed about with: 
death.God grant it be not found in the heritage of Facob: 
For all ſuch things ſball be far from the godly ; and they 
will not wellow in theſe ſens. From which God preſerve 
all men, and make them carcful to preſerve 
chemſelyes; aschey value the preſent peace of-rheir 
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